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Maranis’ replacement named

Stadler Town
Administrator

Locals watch
races through
a different lens

By Andrew Kersey
Reporter
Park and Rec Chairman Tom
Stadler was appointed as the
new Town Administrator at last
Tuesday’s Board of Selectmen
meeting, replacing George
Maranis who is retiring.
Stadler’s background in budgeting and risk management
was cited by Selectman Sally
Hines as a factor in his selection. The board voted unanimously to appoint Stadler after
it came out of an executive session on the matter October 21.
Maranis will step down on
Monday. He told the Advertiser
yesterday he plans to “ease off
and head to the Southwest for

By Laura Kenyon
Editor
With vice presidential hopeful Sarah Palin’s
wardrobe making headlines and political pundits
suddenly dissecting the
meaning behind cotton and
couture, local fashionistas
Jayne Chase and Jennifer
Goodkind have decided to
toss their Etro Panama hats
into the mix.
Hosts of the weekly
WGCH radio show, “A
Fashionable Life,” on 1490
WGCH Radio, the duo has
long recognized that first
impressions often speak as
loudly as the issues.
“Image is memorable,”
Chase, a New Canaan resident and self-proclaimed
“hockey mom” told the
Advertiser last week. “So

Tuesday will be a
busy day at the polls
for New Canaan
as there are many
state races to be
decided
aside
from the highly
publicized presidential election.
The polls will be
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at New Canaan High School
and Saxe Middle School.
Voters are asked to bring
proper identification.
Details regarding when,
where and how to vote, as well
as candidate profiles for the

Obama wins big at High School

However, while the minimum voting age is 18, it hasn’t stopped New
Canaan High School students from
picking who they believe would
This year’s presidential election is make the best president for the counregarded as one of the most important try.
of our time. Voters will make their
voices heard on the issues as they
See OBAMA on Page 10
turn out to the polls on Tuesday.

By Sonia Fernandez
Reporter

“Cut from the same cloth,” according to
Greenwich resident Jennifer Goodkind
(right), she and New Canaan resident Jayne
Chase (left) host a weekly radio program
called “A Fashionable life.”
(Laura Kenyon Photo)

Over the rainbow

Local comedian Allison Williams

Bringing laughter
to tough times
will be performing its second
annual night of improvisational
sketch comedy next Saturday,
November 8, at the New Canaan
New Canaan
Country School.
native Allison
She said the
Williams takes
group enjoys percomedy seriously
forming in New
enough to speak
Canaan “for the
axiomatically
age span of the
about it.
audience. It’s a
“Comedy
is
challenge to find
this endless chal(material) that is
lenge that no one
going to have an
can sort of figappeal across wide
ure out,” she told
age groups.”
the Advertiser
She added that
last Thursday.
“there’s nowhere
“There’s no one
more forgiving
ALLISON WILLIAMS than playing at
person who is the
best at comedy;
my old school,”
just all different
describing the experience as an
sorts of takes on it.”
“incredible honor and completely
Her comedy group, Just Add surreal.”
Water, which Williams manages at Yale when not in class,
See COMEDY on Page 18

By Andrew Kersey
Reporter
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the winter” as he begins his
retirement.
The town received 30 applications for the position, five of
which were selected for review,
said Town Personnel Director
Cheryl Jones. Applicants were
given a point total based on
experience and their answers
to six questions. Of the five
who made the short list, only
two were then passed along for
final interviews and selection
by the board.
Stadler, who is also the past
president and current treasurer
of New Canaan Baseball and
works on the Family Fourth,
described the interviewing process as “thorough.”

Two rainbows rest over Elm Street at dusk Tuesday, September 21. (Photo by Bob Green)
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Turn your clocks
back Saturday night.

•

State Senate, General
Assembly,
U.S.
Congress
and
Registrar of Voters
races are available
in the 2008 Voters’
Guide beginning
on page 8C.
Sample ballots
are also available on
page 10C.
Results will be posted at
ncadvertiser.com Tuesday evening as they become available.
Those wishing to receive word
of the results are encouraged to
sign up for Advertiser breaking
news at ncadvertiser.com
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Obama —
Continued from Page 1
In a recent mock election organized by the
school’s newspaper the Courant, the online
newspaper the Rampage and the school’s
television news program “the Ram Review,”
the students placed their votes and the polls
showed that Senator Barack Obama is the
favorite among high school students. With
56 percent of the votes, Obama beat Senator
John McCain, who gained 37 percent and
Ralph Nader with seven percent.
More importantly however, the mock election and the school’s news coverage gave
students a forum through which to become a
part of the historical event.
“So many boundaries are being broken
and it opens up so many possibilities ...
We’re making history,” said NCHS senior
and Courant Opinions Editor Grace Atchue
about the election.
The students realized that this election and
the decisions of those who are able to vote
this year will affect them sooner than some
might think.
Senior Lauren Baldwin, art director for
the paper, said they need to be informed
now as these decisions will have an immediate impact on them within five years when
they join the workforce. The state of the
economy and the country’s two wars affect
their futures as much as anyone’s.
For many New Canaan High School students, politics is no longer just a topic of discussions held at lunch tables among aspiring
politicians and lawyers. This year’s election
has been thrust in front of them through the
various outlets available to teens and young
adults at the push of a button.
Maggie Groves, senior and co-executive
producer for the Ram Review said election
topics are everywhere. “Even when you
check your e-mail you can win a free T-shirt
for casting a vote.”
From Jon Stewart’s “Daily Show” to impersonations of the candidates on “Saturday
Night Live,” younger people are seeing
political figures everywhere.
Greg Reilly, co-executive producer of the
Ram Review said that beyond the importance of the election, it has also provided
entertainment.

Fashion —
Continued from Page 1
even though a candidate’s politics and
platform is the most important, people do
remember what a candidate looks like.”
Using French First Lady Carla Sarkozy as
an example of how fashion can “reinvigorate” interest in a campaign or candidate,
Goodkind said, “fashion is part of the political dialogue right now in a big way.”
But with the current state of the economy,
U.S. troops fighting overseas in Iraq and an
election that is poised to bring a substantial degree of “change” to Washington, the
women have had to make adjustments to
their two-year-old show — shifting the focus
in some ways from high-end designers to
looking good at a reasonable price.
“We are ‘under construction’ like the rest
of this country,” she said about the show’s
shifting focus. “(The) subject matter has to
be more substantive .... I think one has to
talk fashion in connection with life and the
world.”
Staring at stock market reports from
her Greenwich home, Goodkind told the
Advertiser over the phone, “it’s hard to talk
about fashion in a bubble right now. You just
can’t.”
That is why the fashion go-to gals have
dedicated several of their radio segments to
the wardrobe choices of today’s candidates
and their spouses. They have also taken their
critiques to “ABC News Now,” the digital
offshoot of “ABC News,” for which the pair
covers New York Fashion Week.
In their opinion, Michelle Obama has “hit
it out of the park,” Sarah Palin need not
dress in high-end designer duds, and Cindy
McCain has a sophisticated sense of style
that may not sit well with voters.
“People notice that she is wearing a broach
that’s sparkling diamonds or she has on a
Chanel watch,” Chase said about McCain.
“Even though she does appear on the campaign trail in a baseball hat and blue jeans,
those are designer blue jeans.”

He added that students don’t usually stay
up to watch them, but the three presidential
debates have been topics of conversation
throughout the school. One can always hear
students discussing the issues or merely
laughing at the “ridiculous faces Obama and
McCain make when listening to the other
speak.”
High School Principal Tony Pavia said
that he thinks the mock election “reflects the
excitement and sense of history” surrounding the presidential election.
The Courant staff gave the Advertiser the
results before making it known to faculty,
staff and the rest of the student body. Pavia,
however, told Advertiser on Wednesday that
he had his own prediction: The winning candidate would win by a landslide, which he
said would be anywhere between 45 or 55
percent of the votes.
He added that it would be interesting to
compare the students’ results to the national
results.
Tying it all together

The October 1 event took about two
months to plan.
Grace said much went into the planning,
from creating ballots with current national
issues as well as student issues to making
the event as authentic as possible with signs
and tables.
“I thought it was a wonderful, high profile
event in the busiest area of the school,” said
Pavia. “There was a high level of participation.”
“You think about it before school, after
school, before you go to bed,” said junior
Zsofia Solta, a writer for the Courant.
The actual event may have taken place on
the one day in October, but the culmination
of all the hard work was presented today,
October 30.
Today the school’s monthly newspaper, in
conjunction with the Ram Review and the
online Rampage, is presenting stories and
interviews the students have been working
long hours to produce.
The Ram Review also videotaped a student poll during the mock election.
The footage, being aired throughout today
was a way of putting faces to the names of
those who gave their opinions, said Maggie.
Both she and Greg said they were impressed
by how informed their fellow students are.
Last week, the Advertiser was able to preview footage of students providing answers
and reasoning for their choice for president.
“She looks like she could be from Fairfield
County,” Goodkind said about McCain’s
appeal to women, as a mother supporting her
husband.
Palin, whom Chase told “ABC New Now”
in early September had “a long way to go
to be on the fashion list,” has since traded
her “Linda the librarian” look for a well
publicized $150,000 shopping spree that the
“Fashionable Life” hosts say was a GOP
faux pas.
“I think that they made a really big mistake in putting her in major designer clothes
like Etro and Max Mara, when she’s running around the country talking about ‘Joe
Sixpack,’” said Chase. “They could have
very easily changed her image and gotten the
same fashion effect by putting her in lines
that don’t cost as much, like Liz Claiborne
and Dana Buckman, and they could have
gone to Target easily for her. They didn’t
have to go to Neiman Marcus.”
At the end of the day, however, Goodkind
said it is the public who hunger for fashion,
something that dates back to the days of
Jackie O.
“We can criticize the GOP for spending that money to revamp her image,” she
said, “but the truth is we demand she look
a certain way and this is exactly what she’s
doing.”
Michelle Obama and Jill Biden are a bit
more low key, the duo said.
“You have yet to see her in Oscar de la
Renta and Bill Blass and traditional designers that cost huge amounts of money,” Chase
said about Obama, who wore Maria Pinto, a
“moderately priced” local Chicago designer,
up until the Democratic National Convention.
“She wore a $59 dress on ‘the View’ that sold
out instantaneously from the Gap.”
“Michelle Obama knows how to dress
to suit her body type,” Goodwin added
— something the radio hosts hope to educate
listeners about.
“We want women to feel confident about
themselves,” Chase said, whether they are
wearing clothes from Saks or Kohl’s.
When it comes to the guys, Chase said
both Barack Obama and John McCain dress
“appropriately” for their images — Obama
a bit more modern with narrower suits and

A resounding call for change came from
those who felt that Obama would make the
best president and some who felt McCain
would be better suited for the job based their
decision on his experience within government and the military.
Maggie and Greg agreed that while there
were many students who maintained that
their parents’ bias was their own, there were
others who had done their own research and
had their own arguments in defending their
choice.
Today’s issue of the Courant, with a special pullout section, will feature stories on
the state of the economy and the impact of
race relations on this election and elections
of the past.
Zsofia interviewed her peers about the
main factors influencing their vote and found
that the top four were students’ families,
each candidates’ position on environmental
issues, the candidates’ personality and likeability, and their choice of running mate.
The Rampage has been running political
stories all week, including a series on the
state of the economy, along with frequent
updates for students to view.
“We’re trying to become a bigger part
of the school’s media conglomerate,” said
Sarah Jorgenson, the Rampage’s editor-inchief.
The mock election is the first event where
all three outlets put their resources together,
and while everyone has put in long hours,
they all agree that it has been well worth it
in many ways.
Grace said she has learned a lot about putting stories together. For example, the tasks
that seem like they might be easiest in the
long run are the trickiest to put together for
the readers.
“It’s a good feeling when you walk into
the cafeteria and you see right down the
middle and everyone is reading the paper,”
Zsofia said.
While there are many stories to cover,
like homecoming and upcoming events for
Halloween, Maggie said that the election is
much more involved and that there are so
many different angles to cover. She added
that it imitates reality.
Grace said this was her and other students’
opportunity to speak out.
“We participated in a democracy. Even
though we can’t vote we stood up and said
‘These are the issues. What do you think
about it?’” she said.
often just a shirt and tie, McCain with boxier,
more traditional suits.
“You can tell Obama is a more casual
guy who has come from humble means,”
she said, “and you can tell that McCain is a
conservative traditional guy that has seven
houses.”
The same goes for Fourth Congressional
District Congressman Chris Shays and his
challenger, Jim Himes.
“They both look like they live in
Connecticut,” said Chase.
While Himes has a bit more of a “buttoned
up” look — left over, she guessed, from his
Wall Street days — and Shays “looks like
he’s stepped off a sail boat, both men have a
traditional, preppy style that fits the area they
represent or hope to represent.
Goodkind said she and her partner have
“tried to stay neutral and present both sides”
while critiquing, but said most listeners
“probably have a sense of where our feelings lie.”
Both former fashion editors at magazines
such as Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar and Vanity
Fair, the duo teamed up two years ago
because, Goodkind said, they share a “passion for fashion” and are “cut from the same
cloth.”
“Our mission is to live every day with an
eye to the things that create beauty in our
lives,” said Goodkind, adding that she and
Chase feel “privileged” to be mothers, over
age 35 and “doing what we love.”
In addition to her gig on WGCH, Chase
is fashion editor of the Cottages & Gardens
publications, which include Connecticut, the
Hamptons and Palm Beach.
Goodkind owns JL Rocks fine jewelry in
Greenwich and Westport.
“A Fashionable Life” may be heard at 9
a.m. Wednesdays on 1490 WGCH. More
information is available at fashionableliferadio.com.
Chase suggested the following Web site
for fashionistas looking to save a few pennies without sacrificing their style or get
some ideas and seek the cheaper versions
elsewhere: Net-a-porter.com, Style.com and
Shopittome.com.

Officers discuss teen drinking, driving
On Wednesday October 15, the New Canaan High School 10th
Grade Parent Networking Committee hosted a presentation at the
Outback entitled “Drinking, Driving and Teens.”
School Resource Officers John Milligan (NCHS) and Ron
Bentley (Saxe Middle School) outlined Connecticut’s new laws for
16- and 17-year-old drivers that went into effect August 1. They
explained that the new laws are stricter and, moreover, the penalties of violations more severe.
Gone are the days of warnings. Now first-time violations, such as
too many passengers or driving past curfew, will mean immediate
license suspension for 30 days. Permit holders have new extensive
training requirements and passenger restrictions as well.
Throughout the presentation, parents asked situational questions
pertaining to teens with alcohol, alcohol in the home and responsibility of parents.

Got something to say?

The Advertiser is seeking high school students interested
in writing for an upcoming monthly column run by and for
the youth of New Canaan. Those interested should send an
e-mail to editor@ncadvertiser.com with the subject line:
“Student column,” by November 30.

Photographed at the Outback, from left, are: Parent Jeanette Chen;
Parent networking co-chair Marea Dumbauld; Student Resource
Officers John Milligan and Ron Bentley; Co-chair Christina
Fagerstal, and parent Kathy Mannelly.

Police Reports

Arrests:
Zachary Heineman of Chapel Street in New Haven turned himself in to New Canaan Police headquarters at 4:47 p.m. Friday,
October 24.
Heineman, 27, turned himself in after receiving notice about
a warrant issued on September 8 for failure to respond to an
infraction. The warrant stemmed from a July 27, 2007 vehicle
stop when Heineman allegedly ran a red light and failed to mail
in the ticket.
He is due in court on November 7.
———

Michael Taliercio, 23, was arrested for driving while intoxicated at 2:12 a.m. Saturday, October 25.
Taliercio, of Hillandale Manor in Norwalk, was traveling
northbound on New Norwalk Road when an officer traveling
behind him noticed his car going over the double yellow line.
When the officer pulled Taliercio over he noticed the odor of
alcohol on his breath and his slurred speech. Field sobriety tests
indicated that Taliercio was intoxicated.
Taliercio was charged with operating under the influence and
failure to drive right. He posted a $250 bond and is due in court
on November 7.
———

Norwalk resident Alexandra Santamaria was arrested at 11:31
a.m. Monday, October 27.
The 18-year-old was charged with making a false statement
and falsely reporting an incident after she made allegations
against a New Canaan Public Schools bus driver.
Santamaria was a school bus monitor for the crew team while
they made trips from the high school to their practice site in
Norwalk. Cameras on the bus along with statements from both
parties revealed that Santamaria’s allegations were untrue.
She posted a $5,000 bond and is due in court on November 6.

Investigations:
A contractor working on a South Avenue home reported tools
missing from the residence at 2:14 p.m. Monday, October 20.
The 35-year-old New Canaan resident told police he had
locked the tools in a closet when he left the work site at about
4:15 p.m. Sunday, October 18. When he returned at about 2 p.m.
on October 20, he noticed the hinges had been taken off of the
closet door and missing was a Husky air compressor worth about
$200, a Delta table saw worth about $100 and an air compressor
hose worth about $50.
———

A 19-year-old Walter Stewart’s Market employee reported a
larceny case at 3:30 p.m. Monday, October 20.
A man police described as unshaven with white hair in his 60s
and wearing a white baseball cap, blue jeans, a blue windbreaker
and white sneakers allegedly stole $400 from the cashier in a
scam.
The man handed the cashier an envelope filled with $400 in
mixed denominations and asked that the cashier give him the
money in $20 bills. When the cashier counted the money he
noticed there was only $398 in the envelope and handed it back
to the man who said he would get the last $2 from his car.
When the man re-entered the store, he handed the cashier a
similar envelope filled with paper. The cashier didn’t look in the
envelope when he handed the man $400.
Police said it’s possible the man left the store in a 1990s BMW
500 series car.
———

Two lampposts were reported missing from a Squires Lane
residence at 7 p.m. Monday, November 20.
The resident, a 56-year-old man, said the 12-inch, green brass
patina lampposts, valued at about $2,500 each, were unscrewed
and taken from the property.
He said he had noticed a black SUV turn around in their driveway earlier that day.
———

A Smith Ridge resident reported a larceny case at 11:42 a.m.
Wednesday, October 22.
The woman, 57, said she ordered three items totaling $3,100
from Quirksworks.com through eBay over the course of three
months and hadn’t received any of the items.
She ordered a two garden obelisks for $500 in February, a
cedar obelisk for $1,220 in March, and an arbor and custom gates
for $400 in April.
———

A wallet was reported stolen from a car at an Arrowhead Trail
residence at 2:07 p.m. Friday, October 24.
The resident, a 49-year-old man, said he received a call from
someone who had found one of his credit cards in the Food
Emporium parking lot. He told police that his card had been in
his wallet, which he had left in his unlocked car. After checking
his car he noticed the wallet missing with several credit cards, his
license and $400 in cash.
———

A 17-year-old New Canaan High School student reported her
backpack missing at 2:24 p.m. Friday, October 24.
She told police she had left her backpack outside of the main
office between 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 22,
while attending an after-school function.
In her backpack she had an ATM card, $48 in cash and an IPod
Nano valued at about $200.

Fire Log
New Canaan firefighters responded to an electrical fire on
Brookside Road at 11:37 a.m. Thursday, October 23. The resident
reported an odor coming from an outlet on the second floor of
the duplex.
Firefighters spread absorbent on a fluid spill after a three-car
accident at 2:09 p.m. Thursday, October 23 on South Avenue and
Gower Road.
New Canaan Fire Company No. 1 responded to two car
accidents on Friday, October 24. The first was at 7:25 a.m. on
Mariomi and Thayer Pond Roads. The second was a two-car
collision on Smith Ridge Road and Garibaldi Lane where they
spread absorbent on a minor spill at 6:37 p.m.
Firefighters reported to the scene of a car fire at 2:28 p.m.
Monday, October 27 on South Avenue and Farm Road. The
crossing guard notified police who then called New Canaan firefighters. The car’s engine had caught fire.
Three reports of wires knocked down were logged on Saturday
evening, October 25. One incident required police to shut down
West Road from house number 615 going north. Connecticut
Light and Power was notified of each incident.
Thirteen false alarms and four carbon monoxide alarms were
logged during the week.

