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Greenwich feng shui artist works to keep things aligned
By Laura Kenyon
Hersam Acorn Newspapers

Maybe Sir Paul McCartney kept
a keyboard in his and Heatherʼs
bedroom. Perhaps Katharine
McPhee chose the wrong color
dress for her final performance
on “American Idol.” Does anyone know if Jack Abramoff
redecorated his office in the last
few years and selected an unfortunately shaped sofa?
If so, according to the laws
of feng shui (pronounced fungschway), these public figures
may be able to blame karma for
their recent bad luck.
Chinese for “wind water,” feng
shui is the ancient practice of
arranging spaces in ways that
achieve harmony with the environment. With Taoist roots, it has
to do with the flow of negative
and positive energies; think yin
and yang.
Stefania Masoni, a New Canaan
resident and feng shui consultant
in Greenwich, describes it on her
Web site, www.goodfengshui.net,
as “the study of the relationship
between heaven, earth and man
in order to determine and maintain the most favorable living
environment.”
“Itʼs clearing space in order to
promote positive things in life,”
she said, such as good health,
positive cash flow and happy
employees.
The daughter of a diplomat,
Ms. Masoni spent her childhood
traveling the world and immersing herself in various cultures,
including European, South
American and Chinese.
In China, she said, feng shui is
common among businesses and
the upper class.
“Nobody lifts a finger in Hong
Kong without a feng shui master,” she said. “It was an art used
only by the emperors and it was
kept secret from the common
people so that the emperors could

Chinese for “wind water,” feng shui is the
ancient practice of arranging spaces in ways
that achieve harmony with the environment.
With Taoist roots, it has to do with the flow of
negative and positive energies;
think yin and yang.

Stefania Masoni, a New Canaan resident and feng shui consultant in Greenwich, helps
her clients improve their relationships with their homes.
use it to govern.”
A self-proclaimed enthusiast
for Chinese culture, she lived in
New York Cityʼs Chinatown for
a decade, earning her black belt
in kung fu and studying feng shui
with several teachers including
her mentor, Master Alan Lee.

After almost 15 years of applying the laws of feng shui to residences and businesses on both
U.S. coasts, in Europe and Japan,
Ms. Masoni decided it was time
for the student to become the
teacher. She opened her own consultation firm, Stefania Masoni

Inc., in Greenwich in 1999.
Her clientele, according to a
press release, includes private
residences, prominent doctors,
lawyers, actors, schools and corporations such as the Corcoran
Group in New York and Cook
Pine Capital in Greenwich and
Japan.
Although she cannot divulge
the names of the celebrities
whose cribs she has cleansed of
evil (“Iʼm good at what I do
because I keep my mouth shut,”
she said), famous followers of
the art include Donald Trump,
actor Rob Lowe, former Texas
Gov. Ann Richards, and the preeminent Hollywood trendsetter,
Madonna.
Ms. Masoni said that although
it is rare for her to use her art
where a horrific tragedy has
struck and energies (some may
say spirits — the premise of so
many horror movies) could still
be lingering, she was called in to
repair some of the damage caused
on 9/11 near Ground Zero.
A snapshot of her experience
is illustrated in Peter Josyphʼs
book, Liberty Street: Encounters
at Ground Zero. A documentary
by the same name, which was
shown in Manhattan in January,
is currently running in Japan and
France.
“With a trancelike purpose she
moved her scents around swiftly,
but witnessing was good, she said,
so I followed her room to room,
playing the part of three cameras,

inhaling more smoke than any
cupboard or any transient dwellers there,” Mr. Josyph writes.
“It was interesting to watch her
in this peaceful act of cleansing while there were hundreds of
men across the street cleansing
another way.”
On a day-to-day basis, however, Ms. Masoni is called in to
bless homes before they go on the
market; to investigate and rearrange a disobedient childʼs environment; to work with real estate
agents so that houses sell quickly,
and to look at architectural plans
before a house is even built to
ensure energy flow, bedroom layout and landscaping designs are
as they should be.
“You want to ensure everything
is in balance,” she said. “Itʼs kind
of like having a sore tooth. One
tooth can throw everything, the
whole mouth, off balance, so itʼs
just a matter of understanding
where the imbalances are and
correcting them.”
The most common mistakes,
she said, involve the placement
of the bed at home or the desk
at work.
“People a lot of times donʼt
sleep well because of how their
bed is placed,” she said. “People
in offices sometimes donʼt work
well because of how their desk is
faced, especially people who are
in managerial situations, company CEOs and supervisors that
donʼt have a lot of pull over their
employees. Itʼs usually a simple

solution.”
Even the shapes of furniture
and the color of the walls can
summon negative energies.
According to Ms. Masoni, children under 13 years old should
dwell among pastel or neutral
colors because they are in the
process of growing. Teenagers,
on the other hand, need entirely
different color schemes because
they are at a different moment of
growth in their lives.
“Itʼs usually about love or
money,” she said. “What that
boils down to is that properties
are affected by divorces, bankruptcy. Those are inherited energies so if you move into a house
or office that has had these things
going on you tend to inherit it.
In a house where there has been
a divorce it is very common that
I get calls to that property where
the people are experiencing that
same situation.”
The same goes for businesses
and financial scandals or bankruptcies, she said.
If only Kenneth Lay had given
her a shout when he became CEO
of Enron...
“Weʼre walking magnets and as
we go through our daily lives we
pick up energy,” she said. “We
get sick, even with the flu, and
we interact with different places,
so we bring things home. Itʼs a lot
like spring cleaning.”
Spring cleaning that should
be done every six months, she
stressed.
In addition to consultations,
Ms. Masoni does speaking events
and invitational workshops, and
sometimes visits schools to educate children and parents on stimulating good study habits via feng
shui.
She may be contacted by
phone at 801-0005 or e-mail at
smasoni@sbcglobal.net.
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Brien passes the Bar
Ronald J. Brien, vice president of Allied Property Group
in Greenwich, was admitted to
the Bar in Connecticut. He was
sworn in at a ceremony last week
in Hartford.
Mr. Brien is the nephew of
Nina “Honeybear” Brien of
Beverly Hills, Calif., daughter
of former U.S. Supreme Court
Chief Justice Earl Warren. In
addition to commercial brokerage at Allied Property Group, Mr.
Brien will open a real estate law
practice in Greenwich.
Most recently, Mr. Brien
was director of development at Audubon Connecticut
in Greenwich. Before that, he
was director of the Hotel and
Leisure Industry Division at
UJA-Federation in Manhattan.
At UJA-Federation, Mr. Brien
presented Donald Trump with the
organizationʼs inaugural Hotel
& Leisure Industry Executive
Award.
Mr. Brien holds a bachelorʼs
degree from State University
of New York at Albany and a
doctor of jurisprudence from
Quinnipiac College. Heʼs a member of the Fairfield County Bar
Association and Connecticut Bar
Association.
Mr. Brien is on the board of

the Round Hill Volunteer Fire
Company, a member of the
Greenwich Police Departmentʼs
Community & Police Partnership
(CAPP), and a member of the
USO Board of Metro New York.
Heʼs married to Lynn Persico
Brien, a real estate executive at
Perbar Realty Corp. on Mason
Street in Greenwich.
Mr. Brien is the son of Elijah
Brien, who was the nationʼs leading motion picture promoter for
more than four decades. In the
60s, Mr. Brien was among the
first media executives to use
product placement in motion pictures.

Chamber members
The Greenwich Chamber of
Commerce has four new members:
• Outdoor Traders of Greenwich,
sporting goods;
• John Stearns of Stamford,
mortgages;
• Tory Burch of Greenwich,
womenʼs clothing;
• The Tumi Store of Greenwich,
luggage.

Law firm honored
Finn Dixon & Herling
LLP, with offices in Stamford

and New Haven, has been
named the leading law firm in
Connecticut in the Corporate/
Mergers & Acquisitions category
by Chambers USA: Americaʼs
Leading Business Lawyers 200607 for the fourth straight year.
“Yet again this ʻstellar firmʼ
monopolizes the top tier of the
table,” a Chambers press release
said about the firm. “Chambersʼ
research indicates that neither
clients nor competitors disagree
with this assessment; indeed, it
rivals envy the firmʼs ʻexcellent
client base which is obviously
reflective of their enormous capabilities.ʼ Relatively small in size,
this is a corporate boutique practice handling high-value, complex deals with regularity. It has
been able to recruit top-notch
lawyers and offers clients a winning combination of expertise
and experience.”
Chambers also gave top rankings to the firmʼs founding partners, Harold B. Finn III, Brett W.
Dixon and Michael J. Herling,
and to partners David I. Albin
and Charles J. Downey III. The
firmʼs recognized partners represent five of the top 10 ranked
corporate/M&A lawyers in the
state, with no other firm having
more than one.
Mr. Finn, a Greenwich resident, has extensive experience

in the law relating to business
organizations and financial transactions, including banking and
lending, securities transactions
and related litigation.
Mr. Downey resides in
Riverside. His practice includes
the representation of business clients and individuals in the areas
of mergers and acquisitions, corporate finance, venture capital
investing and general corporate
matters.
Their partner, Donna Nelson
Heller, also of Riverside, is a litigator with extensive commercial
litigation experience in state and
federal courts, particularly in the
areas of creditorsʼ rights, business torts, employment law and
bankruptcy.

Medicos climb ladder

Greenwich residents Mary
and Anthony Medico continue to
move up the ranks within Market
Americaʼs unfranchise system.
The Medicos have moved up to
the executive coordinators level
as independent distributors for
Market America, a product-brokerage and Internet-marketing
company.
The Medicosʼ achievement to
this new level signifies success
in sales, leadership and management in motivating and training
other distributors to do the same.
“One of our biggest goals is
to continuously strive to improve
our business and leadership
skills,” Ms. Medico said. “Market
America provides market-driven
products, as well as the training
and support to achieve our goals
and new levels. We will continue
to challenge ourselves to reach
new heights, both personally and

professionally.”
According to the Medicos, the
key to success is to attend all of
the events and learn all that you
can, then implement it in your
organization.
The Medicos became eligible
for this new level after completing the coordinators level as well
as successfully building a base of
customers and a sales organization that consistently achieves a
high level of product sales on a
monthly basis.
The Medicos have been independent distributors for Market
America since September 2005
and aim to reach higher levels
within the system.
“One of the most attractive
things about Market America is
the ability to enhance our finanSee Business Page 8C
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Why scale down when you can
move up to Newbury Village?
Located in Historic Brookfield, CT
Award Winning Builder
Gourmet Kitchens with Granite Counters
Main Level Master Bedroom
2 Car Garages ∙ 2 & 3 Bedrooms
Full Basements ∙ 2 ½ Baths
2,400 to 2,600 SF
Starting at $469,900

203.775.2779 | newburyvillage.com

Active Adult Community
Directions: I84 to Exit 7 (Route 7N), follow
until highway ends. Go right at the light onto
Federal Road. Continue straight for approx.
1 mile. Newbury Village is on the right.
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