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I Do
 I Do

After clashes at hockey game

Teens want
peace efforts

Trumpets bring the walls down

Former coach
seeks hearing

The shroud that hides North 
Korea from the rest of the 
world was lifted some during 
February when the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra — and 
board members such as New 
Canaan’s Ron Ulrich (above, 
in front of the war museum 
with two military guides), 
were invited to perform in 
Pyongyang.
(Contributed Photos)

Orchestra plays
in North Korea

Once every 100 years Ice rink
proposed
in Waveny

First hearing
on budget

Tuesday night

Champs
New Canaan High 
captures another 
state girls’ ice hockey 
championship.
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By Laura Kenyon
Assistant Editor

Not long ago, the thought 
of seeing an unscathed 
American flag in North 
Korea would have seemed 

like a daydream; hearing the entire 
“Star Spangled Banner” without the 
person responsible being hauled off to 
prison — an outright fantasy.

Yet in an unprecedented event 
Tuesday, February 26, a packed 
Pyongyang theatre welcomed not 
only the American colors and national 
anthem, but an entire delegation of 
New York Philharmonic musicians to 
the isolated communist country.

New Canaan resident Ron Ulrich, a 
member of the Philharmonic Executive 
Committee, was there to witness this 
historic concert and applaud along-
side the upper class North Koreans in 
attendance.

“It was just sort of buzzing, the 
whole place. You just sort of sensed 
that there might be a ripple of change,” 
he told the Advertiser Thursday, March 
6.

The 48-hour cultural exchange 
between two countries that have been 
technically at war for more than 50 
years made headlines around the 
world. The nearly 300 
musicians, staff members 
and journalists made up 
the largest delegation of 
Americans to walk on 
the nationʼs soil since 
the Korean War ended 
in 1953. It also marked 
the first-ever appearance 
by an American cultur-
al group in the nation 
President George W. 
Bush has labeled part of 
the “axis of evil.”

Set amidst contentious 
negotiations about North 
Koreaʼs nuclear program, 
the trip was praised by 

See KOREA on Page 12

Mistress Lundie, played by New Canaan High School’s Courtney Stevenson, sings during a dress rehearsal 
of Brigadoon Monday in the school auditorium. Shows are at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
(Dave Stewart Photo)

By John Kovach
Editor

Former New Canaan High 
School lacrosse coach Howard 
Benedict wants to be heard, 
either by the Board of Education 
or the State Superior Court, and 
he wants it to happen before the 
season starts.

Represented by local attor-
ney Brendan OʼRourke, Mr. 
Benedict filed an injunction at 
State Superior Court in Stamford 
March 3, seeking to force a hear-
ing by the Board of Education on 
what he calls his “termination” as 
lacrosse coach.

The court denied his request 
for an expedited hearing.

During Monday nightʼs meet-
ing, Michael Buzzeo announced 
that a petition had been submit-
ted to the Board of Education 
stating that players, alumni and 
parents of current and former 
players support the 34-year head 
coach and want Mr. Benedict to 
have a chance to explain why he 
should be allowed to continue in 
that role.

Mr. Buzzeo said the hearing 
should occur “sooner than later 
so that itʼs not too late for the 
season.”

See COACH on Page 11

By Kimberly Nevas
Reporter

If plans for an Olympic-sized 
indoor skating rink slip into 
place, the proposed facility could 
slide in on the western side of 
Waveny Park.

But opposition has already 
arisen, as Hands Off Waveny has 
raised questions about the project 
before the first presentation to 
a municipal board. More details 
will be published in the March 20 
Advertiser.

New Canaan Rink, Inc., 
chaired by Town Council mem-
ber Tom OʼDea, is pushing for 
a 40,800 square-foot, 500-seat 
venue, complete with locker 
rooms, a concession stand and a 
skate rental shop.

A 100- by 200-foot Olympic-
sized rink in New Canaan would 
be the only facility of its kind in 

See RINK on Page 11

By Colleen Flaherty
Reporter

The spirits of Richard Simmons and Jenny 
Craig —and maybe Jack the Ripper — were 
with the Board of Finance last week in its final 
few budget meetings. Certain members, includ-
ing Roger Smith, were determined to set a slim 
standard before the 2008-09 Town budget moves 
on to its last reviewing body, the Town Council, 
next week.

“We need to impose some kind of budgetary 
discipline” on all departments, Mr. Smith told the 
board Thursday, March 6, as it revisited each of 
the Townʼs capital budgets for further cuts. 

Total Board of Finance slashes to the 
Selectmenʼs passed budget weighed in at $2.3 
million, sending a $116 million budget on to the 
Town Council.

Before it goes to the Town Council, however, 
there will be a public hearing March 18 in the 
Town Hall auditorium.

The Board of Finance cuts will yield a 4.25 

See BUDGET on Page 14

By Susan Shultz
and Laura Kenyon

Is a school rivalry a bad thing?
When it is good-natured, it can 

foster competition, inspire school 
spirit and make for lively com-
munity events.

But when it goes too far, it can 
get ugly. It can reflect badly on 
the schools and community at 
large, and get students in trou-
ble, or even worse, physically 
injured.

The intense rivalry between 
New Canaan and Darien took 
that negative turn two weeks ago, 
after a Saturday night Fairfield 
County Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference championship hock-
ey game.

The contest was marred, not 
only by the behavior of both 
sides  ̓ students attending the 
game in the form of nasty chants, 
but by a fight outside after the 
game resulting in several student 
arrests and at least one student 
being injured.

While New Canaan did not 
take any disciplinary actions 
against its students, Darien issued 
eight individual suspensions and 
postponed a senior/junior basket-
ball game. Darien students were 
also forbidden to attend the first 
hockey game on the next champi-
onship level — something NCHS 
Principal Tony Pavia said would 
have little effect for the Rams, 
whose first-round game took 

See PEACE on Page 12
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some as an opportunity for change and 
condemned by others for appearing to 
condone leader Kim Jong-il, who has 
been accused of myriad human rights 
abuses.

Mr. Ulrich said he was in favor of the 
trip since director Lorin Maazel received 
the invitation last summer.

“I thought it was a way to reach out,” 
he said. “That doesnʼt mean Iʼm not in 
favor of taking a very tough stance on 
negotiations ... . You canʼt be naive that 
playing one concert is going to change 
something thatʼs been in motion for 
more than five decades since the Korean 
War.”

But if thereʼs a chance, he added, “itʼs 
worth making the effort.”

The Power of Music
Music has been called the univer-

sal language, with the ability to move 
hearts, open minds and bring people 
closer together.

“Itʼs the fact that you can forget, 
for the moment, nuclear disarmament 
(and) what occurred with the Korean 
War,” Mr. Ulrich described the power of 
music. “You can hear in a medium thatʼs 
apolitical, thatʼs beautiful and stirring in 
its own right.”

By his own admission the least melod-
ically inclined in his family, Mr. Ulrich 
got involved with the Philharmonic five 
years ago through some friends on the 
board.

“My mother always had the 
Philharmonic on the radio,” the three-
decade New Canaanite said.

While his wife tickles the ivories and 
his three sons play various instruments, 
his harmonic connection is more one of 
appreciation than of participation. 

That is not uncommon.
Even the leader of “the most iso-

lated country in the world,” Kim Jong-il 
— when he found out the Philharmonic 
was planning to tour Taiwan, Shanghai 
and Beijing — saw some value in the 
musical talents of those in a country he 
considers demonic. The delicate har-
monies opened a door five decades of 
diplomatic threats could not.

The sold-out concert of the century 
was seen live worldwide, including in 
those North Korean homes with tele-
visions and electricity — one of the 
Philharmonicʼs conditions.

Another condition was that the nation-
al anthems of both countries be played, 
as well as the flags displayed. 

The orchestra opened Tuesday night 
with North Koreaʼs “Aegukka,” Mr. 

Ulrich said, and then “without a blink, a 
moment of hesitation, they went into the 
national anthem of the United States.”

Selections ranged from Dvorakʼs 
“New World” Symphony to Gershwinʼs 
“An American in Paris” — before which 
Mr. Maazel shared a vision that one 
day there might be “An American in 
Pyongyang.”

Mr. Ulrich described a palpable feel-
ing of growing goodwill and connectiv-
ity throughout the concert, which culmi-
nated in a rousing ovation that lasted for 
more than 10 minutes. 

“The place just went crazy when they 
finished up,” he said. “Everyone was 
standing and clapping. It was like they 
didnʼt want our musicians to leave the 
stage.

It was the final encore selection of 
“Arirang,” however, that brought the 
theatre to its knees. A traditional folk 
song beloved by both North and South 
Koreans, it tells the story of separated 
lovers.

“It just brought tears to peopleʼs eyes. 
You could feel this emotional release,” 
he said, adding, “Music has the ability 
to release pent up emotions.”

“Arirang” brought the same effect 
two days later in Seoul, South Korea, 
he said.

Behind the Curtain
Mr. Ulrich repeatedly described 

his experience as “unbelievable” and 
“incredible.”

Arriving from Beijing on a bleak 
and overcast Monday afternoon, he said 
there was a thin layer of snow on the 
ground and a thick blanket of press sur-
rounding the tarmac.

As the American entourage made its 
way off the chartered 747 jet, snapping 
photos of their Korean onlookers, those 
onlookers edged closer, snapping photos 
of them — a surreal event that went on 
for some time. From the top of the air-
port, a giant illustration of former presi-
dent Kim Il-Sung greeted — or watched 
— the travelers.

En route to the hotel by bus, the 
convoy saw “some of the more bleaker 
landscape that Iʼve ever seen,” accord-
ing to Mr. Ulrich, who was captivated 
by the “little dark figures” going about 
their lives.

Almost immediately upon arriving, 
they were taken to an “incredible per-
formance” of North Korean song and 
dance, followed by an “amazing” ban-
quet at which Mr. Ulrich heard speeches 
from North Korean officials and sat 
beside Western dignitaries.

Yet despite the mountains of food at 
the banquets, the bright lights in the the-
atre and the well-heated hotel rooms, the 
musical delegation knew they were part 
of a very different orchestration.

A politically repressive communist 
nation which the CIA estimates has jailed 
up to 200,000 of its citizens in prison/
work camps, North Korea is struggling 
with famine and its economy.

Articles later published by journalists 
on the trip described a mural show-

ing an American soldier being squashed 
(much anti-American propaganda had 
been removed for their visit), waitresses 
photographing the bountiful feasts given 
to the visitors and classrooms kept dark-
er and colder than those shown to the 
Westerners.

“They were doing things for us that 
obviously the local people (donʼt get),” 
Mr. Ulrich said. “They were putting on 
the best show they could.”

While visiting a Pyongyang war muse-
um with a small group, he saw items 
that had been taken from American sol-
diers during the war and photographs of 
Americans being arrested or shot. When 
their guide appeared, they were directed 
to another room.

“It was all sort of awkward. It was 
confusing in terms of where they really 
wanted us to be,” he said, describing 
it as “bumbling in terms of what they 
really wanted us to see.”

In addition to having their cell 
phones taken away and being removed 
from Internet access, the visitors were 
assigned “minders” to guide and super-
vise them.

“That place is totally monitored and 
structured,” Mr. Ulrich said. “The way 
people think, the way people function. 
Anyone who doesnʼt follow the script 
gets in trouble pretty quickly.”

But despite these foreign restrictions, 
for Kim Jong-il, security seemed sur-
prisingly lax.

“Within the context of a very con-
trolled society we had very open access,” 
he said, considering the allowance of 
photographs and the lack of luggage 
searches. They even let 15 trucks loaded 
with Philharmonic gear come in through 
South Korea. “For this one moment in 
time they dropped a lot of barriers.”

Connecting the Notes
When asked whether this trip will 

make a real difference in relations 
between the countries, Ron Ulrich said 
it is difficult to tell based on what the 
Philharmonic delegation was shown.

“The people you see are all going to 
be indoctrinated and have an ideological 
consistency with the government. If they 
were wavering from that we wouldnʼt 
have seen them,” he said. 

While some did leave feeling that the 
ice had been broken and that this concert 
will have a long-term significance, he 
said, “like anything else in life, we get 
caught up in emotional moments.”

Segments of the concert will be avail-
able at nyphil.org through Friday, 
March 14.

Continued from Page 1

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
David Abbey will speak at an open 
forum sponsored by the New Canaan 
League of Women Voters at 12:45 
p.m. Wednesday, March 19, at Lapham 
Community Center.

His talk, “Consolidating Gains 
and Improving Programs in the New 
Canaan Public Schools,” will address 
budget issues, as well as new initia-
tives and innovative programs in local 
schools.

There will be time for questions.
Lunch is at noon; attendees may 

prepare a brown bag lunch or purchase 
lunch at Lapham for $3. Reservations 
should be made by calling 594-3620 by 
Friday, March 14.

The League of Women Voters, a non-
partisan political organization, encourages informed and active par-
ticipation in government; works to increase understanding of major 
public policy issues; and influences public policy through education 
and advocacy.

Those interested in joining the League of Women Voters may call 
Ruth Laird at 966-1148 or Barbara Beall at 966-1658.

The talk will be taped for future broadcast on Channel 79. Times 
will be posted in the Advertiser when they are released.

Lunch at Lapham March 19

League of Women Voters
to hear state of schools Andrew F. Holmes, 42, 

of Darien, was charged with 
operating under the influence, 
operating with an out-of-state 
license beyond 30 days and 
operating with an out-of-state 
registration plate beyond 30 
days at 2:26 a.m. Friday, March 
7.

An officer traveling east on 
Pine Street, near Park Street, 
encountered a man urinating 
at the side of the road, next to 
his parked vehicle. The officer 

turned away to allow the man 
privacy, but by the time he 
looked back, the man was driv-
ing away.

The officer stopped the 
manʼs vehicle a short distance 
away and observed that he dis-
played signs of intoxication 
and smelled of alcohol.

Mr. Holmes was admin-
istered a field sobriety test, 
which he failed. He posted a 
$250 bond and is due in court 
on March 20.

Arrest:

A 38-year-old resident report-
ed larceny at the Talmadge 
Hill Station parking lot, 250 
Talmadge Hill Road, at 4:56 
p.m. Sunday, March 9.

The victim told police two 
xenon headlights had been 
removed from his 2003 Audi 
Allroad, sometime after he 
parked his car around 8 a.m. 
on March 7. 

Scratches on the car indicat-
ed a tool was used to forcibly 
remove the headlights, which 

are valued together at $1,200.
———

A real estate agent from New 
Canaan reported vandalism at a 
vacant, Valley Road residence 
at 7:24 p.m. Sunday, March 9.

Police said the house had 
been hit with pink paintballs, 
breaking a storm window and 
damaging siding.

The cost to repair the dam-
age is estimated to be $50 for 
the window and $500 for the 
siding.

Investigations:

New Canaan Fire Company No. 1 responded to a report of an 
electrical fire at a Ponus Ridge residence at 9:36 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 11.

Firefighters responded to a Hawkʼs Hill Road residence when 
a pipe broke at 6:54 p.m. Friday, March 7.

After a carbon monoxide alarm sounded at 1:43 a.m. Sunday, 
March 9, firefighters found low levels of the gas in a Butler 
Lane residence. The house was naturally ventilated.

Smoke in the basement of an Old Stamford Road residence 
was caused by a furnace malfunction at 8:12 p.m. Friday.

Although dispatched, the Fire Department was not needed at 
a crash at the intersection of Main and Elm streets at 12:32 p.m. 
Thursday, March 6. Firefighters also responded to an accident 
on the Merritt Parkway at 8:21 p.m. Friday.

Cooking-related alarms sounded at a Hoyt Farm Road 
residence at 12:54 p.m. Wednesday, March 5; a New Norwalk 
Road residence at 9:58 a.m. Thursday, March 6; New Canaan 
Country School, 545 Ponus Ridge, at 8:28 a.m. Friday, March 
7;.

An accidental alarm was also reported at St. Lukeʼs School, 
377 North Wilton Road, at 2:30 p.m. March 5. An alarm was 
pulled at Saxe Middle School, 468 South Avenue, at 10:04 a.m. 
Saturday, March 8.

Power problems caused by last weekendʼs storm set off an 
alarm at New Canaan High School, 11 Farm Road, at 11:59 
p.m. Saturday.

Wires were reported down near Old Rock Lane in Norwalk 
at 4:11 p.m. Saturday, March 8, and on White Oak Shade Road 
at 11:50 p.m. Saturday.

New Canaan Fire Company No. 1 was called for standby 
during a fire at a house on Cherry Lane in Wilton at 11:08 p.m. 
Saturday.

Three additional residential alarms were logged, including 
two at the same Weed Street house on Monday and Tuesday; 
one was set off by painters, the other reportedly by smoke in 
the basement.

Korea: Resident joins New York Philharmonic on historic trip

DR. DAVID ABBEY

North Korean media and officials surround a chartered 747 in Pyongyang as the New York Philharmonic delegation 
deplanes, snapping just as many pictures. The visit February 25-26 marked the first time both cultures met in substantial 
numbers since the end of the Korean War.

place in Hartford.
This particular punishment 

was initially met with cries of 
injustice, according to Darien 
Principal Dan Haron.

“It was the reaction of any 
child being punished,” he said.

Once students had time to 
reflect on what had happened, 
however, he said they did more 
than realize that the punishment 
fit the crime. 

“They were immediately look-
ing for ways to help the school 
first of all repair the damaged 
image, and move toward a recon-
ciliation with New Canaan — to 
insure that this sort of behav-
ior doesnʼt happen again,” Mr. 
Haron said.

Similar discussions had been 
talking place in the halls of 
NCHS, according to Mr. Pavia, 

with students realizing how the 
fracas must have looked to oth-
ers. 

“The one positive thatʼs come 
out of this is that students are 
really talking about this in ear-
nest,” he said. “There has been 
a lengthy and serious discussion 
about this. The press coverage 
on it has really given students 
the opportunity to see how this 
looks to the outside word ... and I 
think thatʼs been a very sobering 
thought.”

With hopes of restoring that 
rivalry to a more traditional style, 
students at Darien High reached 
out to New Canaan in the past 
week.

“At first, they want three of 
our students and three of their 
students to meet to discuss how 
they can open it up to the larger 
student body, and how we can 
make a larger meeting occur,” 

Mr. Haron said.
The olive branch received a 

“very open” reaction from New 
Canaanʼs Student Coalition, 
according to Mr. Pavia, with 
members expressing a desire to 
involve as many students as pos-
sible.

“While symbolically this is a 
very important step,” he said, 
“there will be a lot of work 
because we want to change the 
thinking and behavior of lots of 
kids. So just a small summit 
alone isnʼt going to do the entire 
job.”

Chris Buckley and Jeremy 
Nelson, faculty advisers to the 
student government at Darien, 
said that the hope is to interact 
with New Canaan on a more 
civil scale, and make the rivalry 
a “more healthy one.”

The two communities are so 
similar, Mr. Buckley said, there 

should be no reason that the inter-
action cannot be more civil.

The schools use their rivalry 
for good every Thanksgiving, 
Mr. Nelson said, at the annual 
Turkey Bowl football game and 
food drive.

“Really, under other circum-
stances, these kids are friends,” 
said Mr. Pavia.

The events at the hockey game 
were unusual according to many 
involved, but they are by no 
means isolated. Both principals 
have been trying to work on 
the issue of spectator behavior 
between the two schools since 
2005, according to Mr. Pavia. 
“This isnʼt something weʼre just 
reacting to.”

Nevertheless, the latest and 
arguably most intense display 
of this behavior has had one 
of the biggest impacts on the 
Darien student body in five years, 

according to the schoolʼs faculty 
advisors.

“They came in Monday and 
wanted to talk about it with their 
teachers,” said Mr. Nelson. “Itʼs 
been the talk of Darien High 
School since it happened, and 
still has a big impact.”

The advisers said that if the 
two schools got together for other 
events outside of sports, it might 
bring the two communities closer 
together without always compet-
ing. However, those events will 
be up to students. 

And neither party believes the 
fundamental rivalry will ever be 
stomped out.

“As long as there are high 
school sports there are going to 
be specific rivalries that tran-
scend all other rivalries,” Mr. 
Pavia said. “(Our) greatest rivalry 
is Darien, and I donʼt think that 
will ever change. But the point is 

you can have a great rivalry that 
transcends all others and still do 
it in a positive and civil way.”

From Joe Louis and Max 
Schmeling to Woody Hayes and 
Bo Schembechler, he said some 
of the greatest rivalries in sports 
history have produced the stron-
gest friendships.

“What I would like to see is 
that the rivalry remain vibrant,” 
he said, “but also positive and 
healthy.”

NCHS administrators have 
addressed the hockey game inci-
dent via the morning announce-
ments and letters home.

While reconciliation efforts 
are still developing, Mr. Pavia 
said he would like the anticipated 
meetings to start “as soon as 
possible” while still being done 
right, “in a way thatʼs not just 
symbolic.”

Continued from Page 1

Peace: Darien teens reaching out to smooth relations with NCHS
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