Fighting
for an

Angel

Stars align for puppy born with broken legs

J

anet and Bob Wilson had done it a
dozen times. After two months of
planning, their silver Labrador, Gracie,
23, 2010. From 6 p.m. to 2 a.m., out

done, the Wilsons took the exhausted mother’s
temperature, cleaned her up, fed her some
cottage cheese and chicken broth, and showered
her with love. Then, leaving Gracie to arrange her
While recovering from surgery, Angel had to maneuver with an e-collar
and four metal pins in each front leg.

“All signs were showing us
tion teacher and co-owner
of Blue Diamond Breeding
in Weare, New Hampshire.
“Gracie was done. We had

in, when her brothers began standing up and wobbling
around, Angel seemed unable to put weight on her front

When her local veterinarian concluded that both of
the pup’s forearms were broken, signaling osteogenesis
imperfecta, Janet’s colleagues advised her to save her
wallet and let the pup go. “The recommendation was to

But when the sun
over Gracie’s nest the next
morning, it brought an
extra surprise. Sometime
during the night, Gracie had
given birth to a sixth pup
before her surgery.
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around, the decision was made. No one was giving up.

through the initial growing phase, she would be in the
clear. He then gave Angel a small preview of what her

offered to be Angel’s around-the-clock nurse when Janet
returned to work. “She had such a wonderful temperament
the rubber enabled her to push herself up.

Trout, staff surgeon at Angell Animal Medical Center in
Boston, whose book she was reading at the time. He

O

Depot she saw to pick up some more rubberbacked rugs. Here, she ran into Collette Jamrog,
a woman struggling with having to put down

need of an angel.

in a pack against her chest. “As soon as I held her I almost
bilateral humoral
nonunion fractures

that fate had intervened, Janet decided to let Collette
In order to get Angel on the mend, Dr. Trout
friends, colleagues, and local businesses to help cover the

A week after meeting in Home Depot, Collette (right) visited Angel with her daughter-in-law
Alice (left) and daughter MaryBeth.

The night before surgery, Angel spends some quality
time with mom, Gracie.

the hospital. “Most breeders would have put

“I felt that Collette needed that dog at that
MaryBeth cuddles with her healthy Sadie Angel in December 2012.
Seven months old and healthy, Angel takes in some sun on the deck of her forever home.

BlueDiamondBreeding.
com, and opened a tax-deductible benevolent account

making them look like wings. She was a vision of both
hope and heartbreak.

For more photos, videos, and information on donating, visit
BlueDiamondBreeding.com and click on “Angel Trust.” As of November
2012, Blue Diamond still owed over $2,300 for Angel’s operation. Laura
Kenyon is a freelance writer and blogger who recently finished her first novel.
Follow her at Twitter.com/Laura_Kenyon or read about her own little angel at
laura-shadow.blogspot.com. Also, Dr. Nick Trout is the author of The Patron
Saint of Lost Dogs, and the upcoming The Many Talents of Lost Dog 42.

Dr. Trout’s involvement, to Collette’s chance meeting, to her
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YOU’RE INVITED!

The Labrador celebration goes on day and night on the Just Labs website.
You’ll find feature articles, the most recent pass along email, information on
Junior, videos, an early glimpse of the table of contents and the cover of
the next issue, and guidelines for submitting to the magazine and the web.
And there’s a brand new feature that’s only for subscribers: My Lab.
Curious? Go to the website to find out!
Plus, with one click you’ll be able to access
our online store, and connect with fellow
readers on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
There’s no better way to pass the time
than by sharing it with Just Labs –
unless it’s spending time with your dog!

The party never ends!
You’re always invited to continue
the Just Labs family celebration
on our website.

Visit
www.justlabsmagazine.com
today!
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